Introduced by Council Members M. Jones & Yarborough:
RESOLUTION 2008-764
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF HARRIETT MARIE SMITH DAY; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Harriett Marie Smith Day was a native of Massachusetts who earned a Juris Doctor degree from Northeastern University School of Law before working as legal editor of the Banker and Tradesman Legal Edition and later serving as cultural affairs officer for the United States Foreign Service in Greece, India, and Indonesia; and


WHEREAS, in 1957, Mrs. Day moved to Jacksonville with her beloved husband, Ray Manning Day, Jr., and young son, Lance Day, where she diligently worked to address social needs and became known as a pioneer for Civil Rights, believing that all people should be treated equally and with respect; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Day is held in esteem for her frequent insistence in the 1960’s on sitting in the back of public buses in the “Colored Section” and also for sitting in the “Colored Section” for lunch at local department stores, refusing orders to move to the “White” section; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Day, through her writing skills, obtained numerous grants to fund improvements in the black community as part of her involvement with the Greater Jacksonville Economic Opportunity Program, and she also found time to compassionately assist the younger members of our community by being the founding director of the Jacksonville chapter of the Foster Grandparents Program and by eventually placing foster grandparents into the juvenile detention center as mentors; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Day was named Honorary Professor of Law by Florida Coastal School of Law in 1998 in tribute to her many talents and her life of selfless service; and

WHEREAS, Harriett Day passed from this life on August 5, 2008, and the Council desires to honor her memory as an exemplary public servant worthy of emulation; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and commemorate the life and legacy of Harriett Marie Smith Day, well-known for her dedication to the ideals of respect and equal treatment for all.

Section 2.

The City Council does further extend its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Mrs. Day, recognizing that their loss is shared by many throughout our area.

Section 3.

Rule 4.901 Emergency.  Emergency passage is requested pursuant to Rule 4.901 (Declaration of Emergency), Rules of the Council, with the nature of the emergency being to allow for timely consideration and presentation.

Section 4.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/   Margaret M. Sidman________________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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